GSAAS Contact Info

Email: GSAAS.HU@gmail.com
Website: gsaas.tripod.com

Minutes

November 30, 2010
GSAAS General Meeting
CSTEA Conference Room

Micheal Hicks, presiding

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present: Ben Albright, Lorenza Cooper Jr., Adrian Flores, Micheal Hicks, Mayra I. Oyola, Jonathan W. Smith, Cassie Stearns
Excused: Tamil Maldonado, Jose Tirado, Yaitza Luna
Welcome – Micheal Hicks
Faculty and Alumni Meeting – Jonathan Smith
A meeting between the HUPAS faculty and HUPAS alumnae was held. Alumnae Jamese Sims, Dana Carlis, Segayle Walford (Thompson) met with Faculty Everette Joseph, Vernon Morris, Demetrius Venable, and Belay Demoz. 

The following was discussed:

HUPAS’ position as a program at Howard
· HUPAS is a strong program for the internal review taking place at Howard. 

· The Provost is willing to meet with HUPAS faculty about the program because of letter written by alumni. 

Interdisciplinary review – each student should fill out a review each semester so that:

· The program will have an idea of which direction (industry vs. academia etc.) students have interest

· The faculty will know which courses are needed

More Faculty Needed – hiring adjunct faculty for more courses

· Administratively restrained by HU

· Faculty came before from NASA Goddard and NOAA centers, but grant-writing conflict of interests may have become a problem
· Students should NOT have to go to UMD to take classes

All students should be involved in a cooperative learning / visitation / project etc. with one of the research centers (NASA/UCAR/NOAA etc.)

· Faculty want alumni to present / talk to students

· Alumni seminar possible (start next semester?)

· Alumni mentoring

Programming / Computational Course Needed

· Alumni have suggested a programming course should be a requirement

· Perhaps professors can give seminars?

· GSAAS comment: We need access to programs such as Matlab, IDL etc.

· GSAAS comment: Workshops can be run by professors. Example: Dr. Demoz runs a FORTRAN workshop

· GSAAS comment: We also need applications of programs 

· GSAAS comment: - we will add this to topic of things to do in the future

Writing / Publication

· Students should be motivated to publish!

· Faculty agree that students should publish

· Technical writing course suggested

· GSAAS comment: Proposal writing / Grant writing is useful knowledge

· Several years ago, current topics course taught grant writing

· Suggested: course taken in 2nd or 3rd year how to write grants

Presentations

· Peer presentations (like in group meeting) on a regular basis would be good

· Presentations @ GSAAS General Meeting?

· Suggestion: Have a monthly seminar for students to present research

HUPAS needs a centralized space

· Difficult to find space on HU campus

· Sharing is good at Beltsville – we want to have more interaction 

· Students need more support: a centralized secretary for help with forms/logistics/course woes etc. (Right now we go through funding program or Physics department)

HUPAS as a department
· Would at least pay professors for teaching atmospheric science courses (Graduate courses)

· Would provide more structure for program (would actually have a central administrative structure in place)

· This would require a major move on Howard University’s part – it would be a major financial commitment
· Due to budget cuts, this is unlikely to happen soon (but not impossible)

Major Pushes – Priorities

· More adjunct professors

· Get more centralized space w/ support

· Alumni will write support letter as a follow-up to meeting

GSAAS comments

· Form a study plan every semester to show what courses are needed etc.

· Would students be encouraged to leave for a full semester for a co-op study program?

· Perhaps collaborations w/ different universities can be established

Fall Semester Accomplishments / Activities

1. + Physics / GSAAS cookout (October)

2. + Modules at CAPS school (October, Dec?)

3. + WeatherFest DC at Engineering Festival (October)

4. + Thanksgiving Potluck (November)

5. – ARL visit slipped through the cracks 

Problems and Suggestions

· System of Email – clear things up who needs to respond to outside communication

· Lookout for future planning – who is the main contact for outside organizations (For GSAAS)

Future Events

· Mrs. Powell and Ms. Mundle would like to know what we are doing for outreach

· NOTE: URC students will have to participate in outreach events

1. December 11 – Science Fest II

· Dr. Morris emailed this information; will be an event similar to the one we ran in October at the CAPS school. 

· Practice Dates: Dec 1 or 2 @ 7 PM , Dec 8 or 9  @ 7 PM

· Volunteers: Mike, Adrian, Mayra
2. Additional Science Fest – January 
3. Joint DC-AMS/UMD/HU/UMBC/George Mason meeting

· Will be in Feb or March

· Hosted by UMD – college park

· Will be presentations of research by students and AMS members

· Keep in mind if you would like to present
4. Johns Hopkins Physics Laboratory Visit

· In Laurel, MD

· Attendance/interest initial count: 8 (probably more)

· Jose is contact for this

· Will need to decide logistics later (carpooling, maybe)

5. ARL visit (attempt 2) – April?

6. HUPAS Alumni Seminar –  April?
T-Shirt / Logo 

· Vote postponed to next meeting

· Email vote suggested: if you don’t vote, you don’t get a say

Dues

· Do we really need them?

· We don’t seem to stress if they’re not paid

· Currently have other sources of funding

