Minutes

September 22, 2009
GSAAS General Meeting
CSTEA Conference Room

Jonathan Smith, presiding

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present: Micheal Hicks, Jonathan Smith,  Cassie Stearns, Jose Tirado
Guest: Daniel Casimir, Physics

(No-show from Dr. Morris, who said he was going to come)
Old Buisiness: GSAAS-UMD Cookout – Cassie Stearns


We had our Joint UMD-GSAAS Cookout this weekend. Unfortunately, there were very few attendees. Dr. Jenkins and Song-lak attended, as did Stephen Graybush from UMD. However, the food was good and the event was enjoyable for those who did attend. Hopefully we will be able to have a larger event in the future.

Upcoming Events:

Survey for Atmospheric Science Students – We want to know how to get more people interested in GSAAS, and why those who aren’t participating are not. We will have a survey ready when we have an ALL-HUPAS meeting. 

Graduate Town Hall Meeting – Date Moved to Monday, October 19.

The following has been decided
· We will not go formally as GSAAS, but students will be encouraged
· Major Problem to be discussed: Limited Faculty and Courses

GSFC Visit – Tentative date, last week in November

· Dr. Kamani, Dr. Stephenson and Dr. Demoz discussed visit with Jonathan Smith. 
· Dr. Demoz has contacts within Goddard
· Would like to have PI from Atmospheric Sciences, Engineering, Physics, present to students at Goddard

· Possible presentations from someone in recruitment/education
· Presentation of job/internship availability
· Visit to Visitor’s Center, Clean rooms, other “tourist” attractions 
· Possible student presentation of posters
· Jonathan will send emails in future to gauge interest
· This will be the semester’s only tour

· Joint trip with Physics?

Homecoming – Next week – Possibly go out to dinner? 

Seminar – Song-Lak, Boundary Layer Meteorology researcher from NCAR 

· Scheduled for 1st week in December

· Physics seminar room or HURB-1 building for space

· Co-hosted with Physics possible

Thanksgiving Potluck – We want to do this!!

· Tentative date: November, 20 (Friday before Thanksgiving Break week)

· Tentative Time: 11 AM 

· Thanksgiving Brunch!

New Business
Meeting Frequency – Since there seem to be a lot of meetings for not a lot of people attending, we have decided to reduce the number of meetings for GSAAS.

· There will be 2 General Body meetings per semester

· There will be 1 Executive Board meeting per month

Encouragement for Participation 

Ideas:

· Calling the night before (2 people per executive board member?)
· Telling people “on the street” there will be meetings

· We will try these ideas once, if they do not work, we do not feel the need to continue trying them

