Minutes

September 28, 2007

GSAAS General Meeting
CSTEA Conference Room

Tamil Maldonado, presiding

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present: Cassie Stearns, Isha Renta, Jason White, Jose Tirado, Marangelly Fuentes, Segayle Walford, Tamara Battle, Jonathan W. Smith, Shari Dixon
Executive Board Report – Tamil Maldonado

The Executive Board held two meetings last week to discuss possible GSAAS activities and the constitution. Enrollment forms have also been created. We would like all interested members to fill out an enrollment form to officially become a member of GSAAS. Let others who may be interested know as well!

Membership Forms – Isha Renta

All present filled out membership forms. All those interested in becoming official members who have not already done so, please fill out a membership form, attached, and send it to GSAAS.HU@gmail.com.

Possible Activities – Cassie Stearns

A list of possible activities was distributed and discussed by those present. Please see attached for the list of activities. The following points were discussed about those activities:

Yard Fest – There are no spaces available for GSAAS to have its own place at Yard Fest. However, this does not stop members from wandering around Yard Fest and distributing pamplets.

Professor Seminar - All of the dates to the end of the semester for the Physics seminar time block have been filled. There are dates available next semester. 
Currently, we need to find out the schedules of our potential speakers, and decide on a date from there.

NCEP Trip – We need a list of names of all those interested, and will let professors know about the trip to avoid scheduling conflicts. 

Outreach programs: high school – We need to decide on an age group. Potentially it could be something similar to Weather Camp (grades 10-12). It has also been suggested that GSAAS sends a student reprehensive to the Weather Camp which takes place during summer in Puerto Rico. 

New HUPAS Students Outreach – We should get the names of accepted HUPAS students before they arrive on campus. That way, we can make contact with the new students, and give them information they might need the first day or before (like medical clearance requirements). 

Calendar – It is still a little early to worry about details, but seems like a good idea.

Newsletter – This year, we will only produce one. It will let people know about what has happened with the formation of GSAAS and what current members have been involved with. It will also announce future plans for GSAAS and its members. 

Website – This is still a work in progress. Serenella is working on the Facebook group.

Email – new names will be added to the mailing list. Please let us know if you wish to be added. 

Proposed New Activity: NASA Trip – Field trip to see the new Big Sphere at Goddard Space Flight Center, and possibly a tour trip either separate or in conjunction. (Big Sphere is in the visitor’s center so security clearance would not be an issue). 

Dues – Segayle Walford
A dues fee of 10$ per academic year was approved by vote. 

Receipts of dues payment will be kept by the Treasurer, and dues need not be paid at once. Due date for this year is November 16.

Constitution Discussion/Approval – Tamara Battle/Tamil Maldonado
Proposed Changes to the Constitution – 

· Open GSAAS membership to ALL Howard University students, not just Graduate Students.

· All events shall be open to general participation, unless otherwise stated (implied change)

· Dues – Dues shall be of the amount 10 dollars per academic year to be paid to the Treasurer.

· Article 6- committee member shall be open to all GSAAS members

· Public Relations Committee – the upkeep of the GSAAS website shall be the responsibility of the Public Relations Committee. The section on outreach has been deleted (as it covered by more than a single committee).

· Academic Affairs – management of GSAAS sponsored seminars shall be the responsibility of the Academic Affairs Committee. This committee shall also be in charge of events related to academic needs of HUPAS students, field trips to academic/research institutions etc.

· Social Events Committee – Proposed new committee in charge of social events sponsored/organized by GSAAS. 

· Other committees may be assembled by GSAAS at any time according to need
· Article added defining role of Faculty to Advisor. In sum, the Faculty Advisor shall:

· Be a member of the HUPAS program

· Serve as a councilor/advisor on activities

· Advise GSAAS on departmental/University administrative policies and procedures.

Appointment to Committees Tamil Maldonado
The Committees consist of the following members:

Public Relations –

· Marangelly Fuentes

· Shari Dixon

· Isha Renta

· Cassie Stearns

Academic Affairs –

· Isha Renta

· Jose Tirado

· Tamara Battle

Fundraising –

· Marangelly Fuentes

· Segayle Walford

Constitution/Accreditation

· Jason White

· Jose Tirado

Committee meeting times and Chairpersons shall be determined at a future time by the individual committees. 
GSAAS logo – Tamil Maldonado
A workshop was held to develop designs for a GSAAS logo. The following were proposed as ideas:

· Tasmanian Devil-esque Howard Bison in Tornado

· Howard Bison holding Lightning Bolt (or a book in one hand/bolt in the other…)
· Composite image showing different parts of HUPAS: dc map, Beltsville radar tower, ship launching balloons in the Potomac, radar showing hurricane, etc…
· Howard Bison in front of weather map

· An atmospheric event (tornado, hurricane etc) with GSAAS written in the middle.

· Howard Bison holding a micro tops/launching a balloon, etc.

· Howard Bison suspended from weather balloon, on radar etc. 
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Concept Art (ideas, not actual finished pictures!)

