GSAAS Contact Info

Email: GSAAS.HU@gmail.com
Website: gsaas.tripod.com

Minutes

September 14, 2010
GSAAS General Meeting
CSTEA Conference Room

Micheal Hicks, presiding


Asst. by Tamil Maldonado, Cassie Stearns

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present: Ben Albright, Tasha Anderson, Jonathan Clark, Lorenza Cooper Jr., Gino Davis, Adrian Flores, Micheal Hicks, Tamil Maldonado, Mayra I. Oyola, Megan Payne, Randy Radford, Jonathan W. Smith, Cassie Stearns, Jose Tirado
Welcome – Tamil Maldonado and Cassie Stearns
We are ready to start a new school year! This is the first general body meeting of the Graduate School Association for Atmospheric Sciences (GSAAS). We are also HU-AMS the Howard University student chapter of the American Meteorological Society. 
We’re happy to see the large number of new faces and even happier about the enthusiasm of everyone. It looks to be a promising year!

Anticipated activities this semester include participation in the 2010 WeatherFest on the National Mall, a trip to the Army Research Lab (ARL), as well as old standbys such as the Thanksgiving Potluck!

Requirements of Membership

· Student (undergrad or graduate) in good academic standing

· Must have interest in Atmospheric Science

· Must pay dues to Jose Tirado no later than November (at Thanksgiving Potluck – date TBD)

· To be on the Executive Board, student must be Graduate Student in Atmospheric Sciences program (HUPAS, Physics, Chemistry or other affiliated dept). 

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Physics Cookout – Sept 25 from 12-5 at Howard University- Jonathan Smith
· Held on the lawn between Physics and Chemistry buildings on HU main campus
· 10$ donations asked to be given to Ms. Parkinson
· Come and meet other new students in Atmospheric Science and Physics programs!

DC WeatherFest 2010 – October 23-24, National Mall (DC) 

· Part of the US Science and Engineering Festival Expo (http://www.usasciencefestival.org/2010festival/expo/expo-tracks)

· We should have T-shirts for everyone participating

· We will be doing some interactive activities

· We will have a training session Friday, September 24, 5 PM, at Beltsville

· The following Activities were voted to be used at WeatherFest. Please contact the demo leader if you have supplies to donate! Also, if there are supplies needed and not listed, please send the information to us!

	WeatherFest Activity
	Leader
	Leader contact
	Materials

	Can Crush
	Mayra Oyola
	aryam.ivelisse@gmail.com
	Cans, water, ice, basin

	Vortex in Bottle
	Megan Payne
	megan.payne@live.com
	Bottles, water, connectors?

	Bottle Balloon Inflator
	Adrian Flores
	quanta21@gmail.com
	Bottles, balloons

	Liquid Densities
	Micheal Hicks
	micheal.m.hicks@gmail.com
	Water, Vinegar, oil, (etc), food coloring, containers

	Hairdryer Eddies
	Cassie Stearns
	ladycasa@yahoo.com
	hairdryer/handheld fan, clay/play dough, basin/pan, food coloring, water


Other Events 
Report from Graduate Student Council  – Jonathan Smith 
· Graduate student council is an organization where graduate students have a voice in the student government, a place to voice ideas and concerns
· (This should not be confused with HUSAS, which is the main student government body for Howard University. HUSAS is primarily undergraduate students, but is open to graduate students. It also has significantly more funding than Grad Council). 

· Meetings are 1st Wednesday of every month, at 12 noon in the graduate school
· There were some positions still open on the council as of 1st meeting, though these are probably filled now
· There is limited funding available for registration and travel to conferences, etc. 
ARL Visit – Micheal Hicks
· Details TBD. Stay tuned for more information
Thanksgiving Potluck 
· This is an annual event we have before Thanksgiving every year. More details will be coming in the future. 

Open Discussion
· Activity Suggestion: Movies in Planetarium
· Updating Website

· Fundraiser: Contest to guess 1st inch of snow  or other forecasting contest (50/50 prize – winner gets half of money, org gets other half)

Next Meeting: October (about same time of month), Same Time, Same Place. Info will be sent out in emails.
