Minutes

September 11, 2007

GSAAS General Meeting
Election Date

CSTEA Conference Room

Tamil Maldonado, presiding

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present: 

Welcome – Tamil Maldonado


An overview of the meeting was presented:  to go over what work has been done so far in making GSAAS into an official Howard student association, to go over the goals of the organization and to elect the officials for the organization. 

Presentation of the Constitution Committee – Jason White


There are two requirements for creation of a student organization at Howard. A petition and a constitution must be submitted. The petition with the required signatures has been submitted as of the time of this meeting. The constitution will be sent following this meeting.


A constitution committee during the summer of 2007 drafted a constitution for the founding and governing of GSAAS – The Graduate Student Association for Atmospheric Sciences. This draft of the constitution will be submitted to Howard University for review and approval, as official. A clause is included in the constitution allowing for future amendments will be used to make adjustments as the new executive board and Howard University see fit. 

A copy of the preliminary constitution was emailed to members of GSAAS. It describes the goals of the organization, membership requirements and rights, eligibility requirements, powers, and responsibilities of all executive officers and committee chairpersons, election procedures, and an overview of group and committee structures. 
Two notes to current membership requirements are as follows:

1. Good academic standing is REQUIRED

2. Dues are not required, but donations will be accepted (and are strongly encouraged).

Read Association Objectives 


The three essential objectives for GSAAS are: 

1. To foster growth of Atmospheric Sciences both at/in the name of Howard University and in general.

2. To provide a student-faculty/staff interface which will allow communications of concerns and opinions pertaining to the HUPAS program.

3. To facilitate interrelationships among the many departments and disciplines in the HUPAS program.

Eligibility and duties of Association Members –

Membership is open to all HUPAS graduate students as well as all graduate students at Howard University in related fields in good academic standing. Members are expected to attend 2 meetings/activities per semester, and to participate in committees. 

Eligibility and duties of the Executive Board Members –


All Executive Board members must meet requirements for general membership, are expected to attend all GSAAS meetings and events, and MUST be enrolled as graduate students in the HUPAS program.
It should be noted that Committee Chairs do NOT need to be Executive Board members. 

 A summary of the executive board and members are as follows:

President – shall determine the agenda and preside over general body and executive board meetings of GSAAS. (S)he also will act as liaison between GSAAS and the faculty advisor as well as GSAAS and the Graduate Student Council (including attending at least 1 Graduate Student Council meeting/month).
Vice President – shall assist with the President’s duties, acting as proxy for the President as necessary.  In addition, (s)he will serve as liaison between committees and the executive board, and will provide updates of the Board’s monthly schedule. 

Secretary – shall record minutes at regular and business meetings of GSAAS, and maintain the membership roster and attendance records. (S)he shall assist with public relations officer for upcoming events.

Treasurer – shall oversee the collection and management of monies, paying of bills, and spearhead all activities related to the aforementioned. 

Public Relations – shall be responsible for presenting, maintaining, and improving the public image of GSAAS both to Howard and beyond. (S)he will also maintain/assist in maintaining the GSAAS webpage. 

Eligibility and Duties of Committee Members – 

Due to time restrictions, this was deferred to a later date.

Constitution Pre-Approval


The drafted Constitution presented by the Constitution Committee was unanimously approved for submission.

Difference between Executive Board and Student Representative-


The Student Representative will act as a liaison between GSAAS and the professors within HUPAS (and Howard in general). (S)he will attend all relevant Professors’ meetings, and will act as a voice of the students at these meetings. 
Procedure for Voting – Serenella Linares


Nominations for all positions were open to all present at the general Voting meeting. Voting would be by secret ballot, with each person writing who they would prefer for each position on the ballot. The ballots were then collected and tallied by non-nominated members. 

Open/Close Nominations


The following were the final nominations for the executive board:

President: Tamil Maldonado

Vice President: Tamara Battle, Segayle Walford, Jamese Sims

Secretary: Nelsie Ramos, Cassie Stearns, Tamara Battle
Treasurer: Segayle Walford, Nelsie Ramos, Jose Tirado

Public Relations: Jamese Sims, Isha Renta, Daniel Bond

Vote Tally – 

Tally/Witnessed: Serenella Linares, Jason White

President: Tamil Maldonado

Vice President: Tamara Battle

Secretary: Cassie Stearns

Treasurer: Segayle Walford

Public Relations: Isha Renta

The Student Representative was also nominated and voted in by the general body. 

Student Representative: Jamese Sims

The Webmaster position has not yet been filled. 

Closing Remarks – Tamil Maldonado 
The next general body meeting will be announced by the executive board by email and other means following their meeting on Monday, September 17.

