Minutes

April 1, 2008
GSAAS General Meeting
CSTEA Conference Room

Tamil Maldonado, presiding

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present (8): Tamil Maldonado, Cassie Stearns, Marangelly Fuentes, Nelsie Ramos, Jose Tirado, Adrian Flores, Micheal Hicks, Jonathan Smith
Executive Board Report/Announcements – Tamil Maldonado
Seminar – We have rescheduled the seminar presenting Dr. Nick Nalli for next Tuesday, April 8, at HURB-1. We will have refreshments. The doors will open at 2:50 and the seminar starts at 3:00 PM. 
Evaluations – The Professor/Course evaluations will be done next week for last semester (Fall 2007). The evaluations will be distributed to student via email. The students should print out the evaluations, fill out the forms, and return a physical copy to:

CSTEA, on Wednesday, April 8, between 3:30-4:00 PM. 
The evaluations will be collected in a closed box and delivered to an outside evaluation committee for analysis. Tamil and Dr. Glapke know only who the chair of this committee is, not the committee members; committee members will NOT be HUPAS students. The chairperson will distribute the results to the professors and Dr. Glapke. 

T-shirts – Marangelly

We have our first estimates in for the printing of GSAAS shirts. However, more estimates will be needed in before a print decision will be made . 

There will be two types of shirts:

· For members – button up, dress shirts with embroidered GSAAS logo

· For members & general sale – t-shirts (black on white) with printed GSAAS logo, and catch phrase *:

    “Drive Less or Learn to Swim” help us prevent global warming. 

          *This phrase was voted on by the general body. It had 4 votes. Other phrases submitted to vote were: “Drive Less to stay dry” (0 votes) and “Walk More or Stock Up on Sunscreen” (2 votes). 

The printing companies charge for alterations to the design to accommodate for colors, as well as design changes needed to make design embroiderable. Charge is by the color. 
Year Summary – Tamil

Over the course of this year, the Graduate Student Association accomplished the following:

1. The Establishment of a Constitution and recognition as an accredited Howard University student organization

2. The establishment of an executive board, a student representative position, and 5 committees: Constitution Construction, Academic Affairs, Public Relations, Fund Raising, and Social Events.
3. The establishments of three public communications for the group: A website (http://gsaas.tripod.com/index.htm), a Facebook group (Graduate Student Association for Atmospheric Sciences (GSAAS)), and an email account: gsaas.hu@gmail.com 

4. A logo was chosen. 
5. The following events were planned/participated in by GSAAS:
· 2 Academic Seminars

· Visit to National Center for Environmental Prediction (NCEP)

· Howard Homecoming

· GSAAS Halloween Party

· GSAAS Thanksgiving Potluck

6. Letters to professors and administrators addressing student needs and concerns including:

· Petition for courses

· Course evaluations

· Comprehensive Examinations

· Greater communication between students/faculty 
7. Donations were made to NCARS and to local victims of a fire

8. Supplies were obtained for the organization
9. There were 15 official members this year. We expect next year to have a base of about 11. 

10. There were 6 official General Body meetings
11. There were 6 official Executive Board meetings

12. The President had weekly meetings with the faculty advisor, and many independent meetings with other societies (HU Chemistry, HU Physics, and Howard Green to name three). 
There are a number of events and things still left to do. We still are planning on organizing a MatLab workshop led by Mariana from HU’s Beltsville site, and there will be transitional meetings for executive board meetings and at least one more social event for this year.

We just want to thank everyone who has contributed to all these events! We hope to make next year as good as this one! 

Elections

The following people were accepted eligible nominations for the following positions: 

President – Cassie Stearns

Vice President – Cassie Stearns, Nelsie Ramos, Jonathan Smith, Micheal Hicks

Secretary – Cassie Stearns, Nelsie Ramos

Treasurer – Jose Tirado, Micheal Hicks
Public Relations Officer – Nelsie Ramos, Isha Renta

Student Representative (unofficial executive board member) – Isha Renta, Marangelly Fuentes, Tamil Maldonado

The 2008-2009 Executive Board will be:

President – Cassie Stearns

Vice President – Jonathan Smith

Secretary – Nelsie Ramos

Treasurer – Jose Tirado

Public Relations – Isha Renta

Student Representative – joint between Tamil Maldonado and Marangelly Fuentes (Tamil, on paper). 

