Minutes

March 24, 2010
GSAAS General Meeting
CSTEA Conference Room

Jonathan Smith, presiding

Cassie Stearns, recording
Present: Cassie Stearns, Jose Tirado, Tatiana Gonzalez, Yaitza Luna, Jonathan Smith, Gino Davis, Adrian Flores, Micheal Hicks, Tamil Maldonado 
Speaker: Dr. Vernon Morris

Welcome – Jonathan Smith
We are officially an AMS student chapter!
The DC-AMS Event was a major success! Thank you to everyone who came and made things great!

Surveys – How do you feel about the org? Is there actually interest? Any suggestions?

AOS Days – May 24 or 25 at UMD 

· Deadline to register: April 23

· Mini-symposium, similar to the DC-AMS event

· Presentations of research, methodologies, proposals etc

· Schools involved (known): MIT, UMD, UMBC, Howard 

GSAAS Elections – April 15, at the Next General Body Meeting!

· Nominations open 2 weeks prior (April 2)

· Nominations close April 13

· Nominations accepted by email or contacting current executive board

· Email will be sent out with description of the officer positions (from constitution)

· Also, see appendix to the minutes

· New Faces on the Executive Board are STRONGLY encouraged! New faces mean new ideas!

Commencement Forecasting – Commencement is May 8, 2010
· Starting 1 week before commencement

· Daily briefings will be held every day until Friday before Commencement

· After Friday, 6 hour forecasts will be made

· Will work with Dr. Jenkins to prepare forecast

· Submission of power-point style presentation to HU Commencement Planning Committee

· In past, made use of GFS, WRF high-resolution model

Treasuerer’s Report
We have $123.91 in funds.

Reminder: dues are $10/year. You must be paid to vote!

Fundraising – Tshirts?

· There are problems with using T-shirts for fundraising

· Design needs to be redone by a professional 
· We need to be careful on the design, so as not to get into any copyright troubles / stealing other chapters’ logos

· Still have support from NCAS for this

Open Discussion: Interest in the Group, Hurdles, Suggestions.

What ever happened to Town Hall meeting?
· We tried to keep up with it, but there were numerous reschedules and we eventually lost track of what was going on

· There is one tonight in the Business school!
On being an AMS Chapter

· Why is it important?

· People recognize the name AMS

· AMS opens up opportunity to get support for projects (supplies, advertising, etc.)
· AMS opens up career connections 

· Dr. Belay Demoz is our current AMS Advisor

· Need to do an End of Year Report of the organization

· Reports needed to participate with chapter posters etc?

· Need monthly summary of activities?
· There is website for all local AMS Chapters

· Kelly Savoy – contact

Challenges GSAAS Has Faced – Lack of Unity, Apparent Lack of Interest

· It is not actually well known Howard HAS an Atmospheric  Science Program!

· We want people to know we exist as a program! We need more cohesion

· This can be difficult because we are so scattered – each of us work under different advisors, in different labs. Some of us are on campus, some at Beltsville, some work at government installations and some of us are in other states! 

· The executive board knows people are busy, but when no one ever shows up to meetings or events, it makes them wonder why they are putting in so much work. If there’s no interest in the org, there is no sense in the org existing
· E-board had some problems getting things really organized last year, and we’ve run into a few problems working thing out this year, too (which hasn’t been helped by apparent lack of interest)

· Real stories as to why people haven’t participated:

· Professors told students not to focus on AMS chapters, or other orgs, but only to focus on classes and research

· Increase of work, especially away from campus (where meetings are held)

· Had other conflicting meetings at other locations (like NCEP)

· Sometimes just lost track of things….

· Professors told students that the org was a waste of time; it was going to die anyway, so why bother? 

· This almost did happen, because we thought there was no interest. It’s a horrible downward spiral

· After the DC-AMS event success, this feeling is changing
Reminder: Why GSAAS Was Founded

· “We wanted to have a voice in HUPAS, and in the university” – Tamil Maldonado

· There is more power coming forward with issues if things are done as a group instead as individuals

· We wanted opportunities: we were just a few, and we knew we needed to work together to get out and get things done.

·  now we have opportunities, being an AMS chapter!

Suggestions for Changes, New Events
· We should encourage people to come: people who are new, and old faces who were part of the program and are still around (but we haven’t seen for a while)

· Executive Board can find out more about who in the program is actually HERE

· Have food at meetings!
· Really push other students to get involved

· Talk to the director of HUPAS, get the professsors involved. Keep meeting with them 1-to-1 (especially the president and other EB members). 

· We have a new HUPAS Director now: Dr. Everette Joseph! 

· Talk to the professors with a plan of what you want for support!!

· Have alternating meeting locations

· Get undergrads involved in GSAAS?

· Physics now apparently has a minor in Atmospheric Sciences

· Will we need to change constitution to do this? Not really a problem.

· Come up with a set of protocols for the organization to use

· Go through Robert’s Rules and choose what we want

· Have more events focused on what is going on with classes/research

· Student presentations

· More seminars

· Study sessions/ workshops

· Suggestion for Invited Speaker: Dr. John Jones, deputy director of National Weather Service. 

· Maybe next fall?

· Have a set plan for what we want to do for the year, and stick to the schedule!

· Approve the plan at the beginning of the year

· Have RECRUITMENT EVENT at the beginning of each year!

Remember, the Executive Board is the driving committee for GSAAS, but all major decisions are voted on by the full membership!
Presentation/Disscussion on Outreach – Dr. Vernon Morris
· Sciences need outreach, if they do not “market themselves” they are often overlooked in favor of other fields

Howard University involved in AMS Weatherfest

Weather Camp – @ Howard, July 11-24, 2010
· Howard Wx Camp Ongoing since 2002

· Expanding to El Paso this year, San Juan next year@ UMET

· Very good opportunity to outreach High Schoolers

· Positions of chaperones, teaching assistants

· Other camps – Now funded to make weathercamp nationwide (15 locations)

· There is currently more interest than camps have slots

· See PDF for more info

· Testimony that Wx Camp Works – Yaitza Luna:

· A large portion (40% ?) of students involved in Puerto Rico Wx Camp go on to study atmospheric science 

Middle School Outreach
· Had a very successful mini-weatherfest as part of the NOAA EPP conference at the Howard University Middle School of Math and Sciences (MS^2)
· Had 5 modules of interactive science demos

· About 40 students participated

· The MS^2 middle school has asked to have this become a regular type of event (bi-monthly ideally?)

· MS^2 is a charter school with emphasis on math and science, especially environmental sciences

· The Middles school is excited enough to “make room” in their schedule for us to come in and do an  event

· Event types:

· Schoolday – 45 minute demo

· Weekend (Saturday) – 3 hour event with modules

· 1 week enrichment camp this summer (6-7 modules)
· Contact: Middle School – Barbra Lavine 

· DC Charter Schools have also asked for demos
· Possible visit date for this semester: April 17?

Integration with School Cirriculum

· DC Public schools have introduced a new Oceanography requirement

· Charter schools follow own curriculum (MS^2 uses Massachusetts standard), but keep DC requirements in mind

· Key Focus for Middle School: MEASUREMENTS AND CONVERSIONS

Ideas for Presentations

· Should start with 1-3 modules, really know them well

· Should have a set plan, “scripted”

· Dr. Morris has windmill kits available this summer (open to us?)

· If we have experiement in mind, Dr. Morris has funding available

· We have some people with experience with this already in GSAAS (Cassie, Yaitza)

· Dr. Morris would like to film some of these presentations

Past Experiments that worked well:

· “Tornado in a bottle”

· Ocean currents – put food coloring in water (or milk!), then use a blowdryer to represent heating from sun, and the see what currents are formed

· Make your own lightning – chewing spearmint livesavers, using static and thumbtacks

National Science Teachers Association Meeting – Share-a-thon:
· 16000 people at conference

· Put out ideas, modules to run that can be used in classroom

· We would develop and present a module at a table (like at Weatherfest)

DC Weatherfest – October 23-24, 2010
· Huge Weatherfest held on NATIONAL MALL

· Planned by DC-AMS

· Need Volunteers

· Want GSAAS on Planning Committee

· Have 3 so far: Jonathan Smith, Dr. Morris, Dr. Demoz

· Contact: Dr, Morris

Next GSAAS Meeting: April 15
· Elections

· More on outreach

