GSAAS Activities 2007/2008

Suggested Fall 2007/ Future Events

General Board Meeting: September 28, 2007

The Constitution of the GSAAS organization was reviewed, and changes made to include all students for GSAAS membership, not just graduate students. Dues were also set to 10$/academic year, and primary duties of committees were discussed. An article on the role of the Faculty Advisor was also added.  

In addition, initial committees were formed, there was a workshop to design a GSAAS logo, and present members were officially enrolled. 
GSAAS HU Accreditation


We are in the process of getting accredited by Howard University as a Student Organization.
Enroll New Members

During Fall 2007, we will be conducting a membership drive to fortify GSAAS.

Homecoming Event – Yard fest – Oct 19, 2007 (?)


We would like to use YardFest 2007 to spread the word about HUPAS, NCAS, and the related opportunities through Howard and its affiliates (like fellowships, Weather Camp….). There is also a possibility for a fund raiser here, selling donuts and/or water. 

Halloween Party – October 27, 2007


An informal get-together with costumes and socializing! Location: Isha and Tamil’s apartment. This event is for the GSAAS students (and others) to be able to get to know each other and have some fun!

Seminar: HUPAS Professors and Research – TBD (originally planned for Oct 31)

The first of a two-part seminar series where professors present topics of research they are involved in, especially those of interest to students. Professors have a chance to attract students to their projects, and students get to know about what opportunities exist. Each professor shares his projects in a 15 minute presentation.

Field Trip to NCEP – November 5, 2007


The best way to get to know the opportunities that are around us is to explore them – literally! We are planning on a tour of the NCEP facilities on Monday, November 5. The tour will last from 9-12, so we would meet at Howard and head over together on the metro. The tour should include: NCEP Overview talk, Central Operations, NESDIS visualization lab demo, Hydrological Prediction Center tour, Ocean Prediction Center tour, Map discussion/Round table discussion/Q&A. We also would hopefully have a presentation by Dr. Louis W. Uccellini, NCEP director, and one from NESDIS.


We need to know ahead of time who will be going on this trip. We need names, contact info, and nationality of all interested NO LATER than Thursday, October 18. 

Thanksgiving Potluck/ – November 16, 2007


An informal get-together for the GSAAS crew from 12-whenever. We would all bring bits of tasty things for others to eat, and as a result we would share lunch with the professors and other GSAAS members. This would especially be nice for those who are not going away for Thanksgiving break. 

NOTE: DUES ARE DUE AT THIS TIME! So, “Bring food and money!” as Isha says.

Professional Development Retreat – February 2, 2008


In the past, there have been weekend get-together of students and professors from Howard and other institutions (UVA, UMD, and Penn State) for the sake of getting to know each other and the “atmospheric business”. There will be talks by professors and students alike, on topics selected by students. Plus, it will be a chance to mingle, make contacts, and make bonds with fellow students and professors. GSAAS will be the host of this event, but don’t worry – we won’t have to do everything! Planning this will be a committee job.

Fundraising Activities


To be planned by the GSAAS Fundraising Committee.
Set up Email / Website / Facebook 


Our email account is active: gsaas.hu@gmail.com.  We are in the process of acquiring an official web-page through the Howard University IT office. Moreover, a more informal interactive group will be created through Facebook .

Choose Logo


Work on a creation of a Logo for GSAAS.

Suggested Spring 2008/ Future Events

Formation of local AMS chapter


There is a local Washington, DC chapter of the American Meteorological Society, but it would be great if there was one for Howard University, too. We need at least 5 student members and a professor for an advisor. Then we could go from there. . . .

Student Outreach Program  


Going beyond Howard, we would like to plan an event with High Scholars, or possibly K-12 students. It will be a chance to have fun, and spread information about HUPAS, NCAS, Weather Camp, and other opportunities. We want to let them know what’s out there – and if we catch a few of them, in the process, all the better, right?

Excursion to a conference in DC


As an alternate to having a seminar at Howard, we would organize a trip to one of the local seminars around DC. There are always talks going on, and many people are more likely to go to them when there are others going as well. 

Documentary/Seminar Movie night 


We don’t have to have a presenter for a “seminar”. A GSAAS get-together to watch an episode of NOVA or a documentary on tornados counts, too. After the movie, we can discuss what we’ve seen, what we liked/disliked, and what we think was interesting about the science.

Movie Night 


Hey, we never said the movies we watched had to include good science. Part social event, part mockery, part review of science, this get-together would be a chance to take Hollywood to the grindstone, and discuss what we see. (And no, we don’t have to watch The Day After Tomorrow….).


Alternately, this could be purely a social event. 

Field Trips - NRL and NWS


The idea is the same as the field trip to NCEP, but somewhere else. 

Workshop (IDL, WRF, Origin, Matlab)


There’s no better way to learn something than to teach it. There are those in GSAAS who know how to use IDL, Matlab etc, and there are those who need to learn how to use it. The idea is we will the “knows” with the “know-nots” and have a small-group oriented hands-on training session. 

Activity in a Park


We would get together for a game of football/soccer, or just go out for a hike. The idea is we’ll have a chance to bond while we get a little exercise. (A great stress-relief activity to finals time….)\

New Student Mentorship


Remember trying to find the A-building for the first time? Or worse, some obscure office in the Graduate School? More senior students would be paired with new(er) students to help show them the spider web of ropes at Howard. Help with class planning, heads-up on form requirements, or help with homework, could all be part of the “mentorship”. 

Calendar/Photoshoot/Photo competition


There are those around GSAAS and HUPAS who always seem to be taking pictures. Well, this time we would put those itchy shutter fingers to good use. We would have competition for the best shots of the atmosphere and GSAAS members, and then put the winners in a calendar either for GSAAS members or as a fundraiser. (Alternately, we could put together a calendar featuring a theme – with or without swimsuits.)

GSAAS Newsletter


A newsletter will be developed by the Public Relations Committee and the Executive Board announcing our accomplishments, reports, and future goals.
